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INTRODUCTION

1.

This joint witness statement relates to expert conferencing on the topic of

freshwater ecology.

The expert conferencing was held on 7 August 2023, facilitated by

Environment Commissioner Buchanan.
Attendees at the conference were:

(a) DrAlex James (witness for Waka Kotahi). Dr James is the author of
Appendix K: Freshwater Ecology lodged with the application, and of a
statement of evidence dated 4 July 2023.

(b)  Mr Logan Brown (witness for the Regional Council). Mr Brown is the
author of Appendix 3 (Water Quality and Aquatic Ecology) to the
section 87F report for the Regional Councils. Mr Brown provided a
note setting out issues that remain in dispute in advance of the

conference.

(c) Bryn Hickson Rowden (witness for the District Councils). Mr Hickson
Rowden is the author of Appendix 1 (Terrestrial and Freshwater
Ecology) to the section 198D report for the District Councils. Mr
Hickson Rowden provided a note setting out matters that remain in

dispute in advance of the conference.

(d)  Siobhan Karaitiana (witness on behalf of Muatpoko Tribal Authority).
Ms Karaitiana lodged a statement of evidence dated 4 July 2023.

(e) Quentin Parr (witness on behalf of Ngati Raukawa). Mr Parr lodged a
statement of evidence dated 4 July 2023.

CODE OF CONDUCT

2.

This joint statement is prepared in accordance with section 9.4 of the

Environment Court Practice Note 2023.

We confirm that we have read the Environment Court Practice Note 2023

and agree to abide by it.

PURPOSE AND SCOPE OF CONFERENCING

6.

The purpose of conferencing was to identify, discuss, and highlight points of
agreement and disagreement on freshwater ecology issues arising from the

Project.
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7. Conferencing proceeded generally in line with the agenda agreed to by all
relevant parties and experts, and provided to Commissioner Buchanan in

advance of the conferencing.

8. All attendees reviewed Technical Assessment K and the evidence, council
expert reports and notes on issues that remain in dispute in advance of the

conference.
9.  Annexure A records the agreed issues.

10.  Except where recorded in Annexure A, the attendees agree that the primary
data, methodologies and standards, and key facts and assumptions are as
set out in the Assessment of Environmental Effects for the Project, and in

particular Technical Assessment K.

Date: 7 August 2023
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